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More than 294,800

cyclists join event

ARIANE KUPFERMAN-SUTTHAVONG

Hundreds ‘of
people nationwide have affirmed their
respect, love and loyalty for Her Majesty
the Queen and the monarchy with their
largest ever bicycle parade which setanew
world record yesterday.

- The main event was in Bangkok where
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Maha
Vajiralongkorn led more than 40,000
cyclists who joined the “Bike for Mom”
cycling event yesterday evening to mark
Her Majesty the-Queen’s 83rd birthday.

The Crown Prince and Her Royal High-
ness Princess Bajrakitiyabha led cyclists
along the 43-kilometre round-route from
the Royal Plaza through Bangkok streets to
the 11th Infantry Regiment in Bang Khen.

The event notched up anew record for
the world’s largest bicycle parade, break-
ing the previous record set in Taiwan. In
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2012, in celebration of the 100th anniver-

sary of the founding of the Republic of
China, Taiwan held the “One Bike One”
event and drew 72,919 cyclists across the
country to ride, according to the World
Record Academy.

The previous world record for the larg-
est bicycle parade consisted of 48,615
cyclists at an event in Italy, and was noted
by the Guinness Book of World Records.

For Thailand, 294,863 people registered
to participate inyesterday’s “Bike for Mom”
parade nationwide. The Guinness World
Records committee was also invited to
certify the event.

The committee has certified that Thai-
land now holds the new world record, with
146,266 cyclists nationwide who success-
fully rode and met its criteria.

People from all walks oflife, from chil-
dren to the elderly, as well as people with
disabilities, participated in the event.

In the capital, late-comers braved the
heat and bright sunlight yesterday, as they
stood in the middle of Sanam Luang, queu-
ing for their last minute regxstratlon for
the event.

Even for those who didn’t enroll by the
late July deadline, the much-expected
parade could not be missed.

. It was an historical day, cyclists and
curious onlookers agreed cheerfully,
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adding the temperature, though hot, didn’t
stop them from coming. Some came as
early as 7am.
By early.
afew streets down to the front of the Royal
Plaza, where many waited for HRH the
Crown Prince to kickstart the parade.
Most VIPs, including Prime Minister

1 ion shifted

Prayut Chan-o-cha, cabinet members,

court ing official
as well as diplomats, had their bicycles
lined up since morning at the Royal Plaza.
They were joined by various politicians, as
well as businessmen and celebrities.

This special moment was televised and
the sea of blue blossomed to prove how
united Thais are in their overwhelming
loyalty to the royal family, observers said.

" “I'm happy the Royal Family is support-
ive of cycling events and hope it will be a
starting point for Thais to ride their bikes
more often,” said Supakon Pattanakhu-

“nam, an experienced cyclist.

The avid rider says he wants the world
to see that Thais chose to ride bicycles
as their way of expressing their love for
the monarchy.

“It’s the first time L have been able to
ride with HRH Crown Prince. It might be
the only time as well. I wish he'd do that
more often,” he said, adding he was hoping.
to show his best skills for this occasion.

Along the cycling route, crowds mostly
clad in blue waved blue flags and shouted
“Long Live the Crown Prince” when he
biked past. The Crown Prince responded
by smiling and waving -his hand at
the people.

It’s the first time that such an activ-
ity has been held, with HRH the Crown
Prince taking part in it side by side with
the public, said Boonsong Suthipjit, a

Hi iking event, followed clossly behind by Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha. More than 294,800 nenple from
all walks of life joined the Bike for Mom campaign nationwiae. PAT’ AHAPQNL: GHAIPAI IARASILL

Blue-clad cyclists fil the road leading to the Royal Plaza as they prepare toj

‘medical doctor fron the Royal Household
Bureau. “Idroppedall other activities Thad
today, to volunteeras a medic here,” said
Dr Boonsong.

“The day is veryspecial,” Dr Boonsong
added, as he described how the event dif-

the Queen yesterday PATTARAPONG GHATPATTARASILL

Meanwhile, villagers in several parts
across the country attended the Bike for
Mom activity as well. In Mae Hong Son,
ethnic Karen highlanders in Huai Sua Thao
of Muang district rode their bikes as part
of v.he event.

fered from other royal

Hefeels it allowed people to take a
more active part in celebrations than in
past such events.

Wattana Kham-in, an
11- year old disabled boy with no arms,
arrived at Phitsanulok city hall in Muang
district with his relatives to join the local

cycling parade.

In Phayao, Plieng Rakphan, an 83-year-
old man attended the Bike for Mom event
covering 26km in the province. He said
even though his bicycle was old, he wanted
to be part of this national activity.

Prince uses skills for charity: Page 4
More photos: Page 4 ;
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Wreckage of
missing turbo

‘plane located

JAKARTA: The wreckage of an Indonesian
Trigana Air plane with 54 people onboard
was found in a remote part of the Papua
region last night.

The plane was located in the Bintang

" highlands part of the Oksibil region and

there were no reports of any survivors.

Local villagers told authorities that they
saw a plane crash into a mountain.

The Trigana Air Service plane was flying
from Papua’s provincial capital, Jayapura, to
the Papua city of Oksibil when it lost contact
with Oksibil’s airport, said Transportation
Ministry spokesman Julius Barata.

There was no indication that the pilot
had made a distress call, he said.

The ATR42-300 twin turboprop plane
was carrying 49 passengers and five crew
members on the scheduled 42-minute jour-
ney, Mr Barata said.

Five children, including three infants,
'were among the passengers.

Local mediareports said all the passen-
gers are Indonesians. The airline did not

i releaseap manifest.

A plane was sent yesterday to look for
the missing airliner, but the air search was
suspended due to darkness and limited vis-
ibility, Susanto, the head of Papua’s search
and rescue agency, said.

Oksibil, which is about 280km south
of Jayapura, was experiencing heavy rain,
strong winds and fog when the plane lost
contact with the airport minutes before it
was scheduled to land, said Susanto.

Indonesia has had its share of airline
woes in recent years. From 2007 to 2009,
the European Union barred Indonesian
airlines from flying to Europe because of
safety concerns. AGENCIES

A Trigana Air Service ATR42-300 twin
turboprop plane.AP

| Full report: Page 5

~ Tak will be the first prbvihce
~ to dévelop a special
 economic zone (SEZ) under
the govemment 's policy
 to promote border trade
~and development But the
~ambitious effort has hit
" early problems including -
~ land disputes with locals,
 insufficient privileges for
stors and a vague
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New push to solve ICAO safety concerns

AMORNRAT MAHITTHIROOK

A new sub-committee has been set up
to bring about a speedier conclusion
to the problems in Thailand’s aviation
industry, said Transport Minister ACM
Prajin Juntong. N i

The sub-committee — the seventh of its
kind — will look into issues raised by the

i Civil Aviation O: isati

(ICAO) with the Department of Civil Avia-
tion’s (DCA) safety standards and will also

speed up plans to setup acommand centre

tackling the problems raised.
The panel, headed by air force chief

ACM Treetos Sonjaeng, met for the first .

time-on Tuesday, said ACM Prajin, who
heads the steering committee.

The panel is in the process of working
outhow it will fix the problems raised by the
ICAQ, but its chief task is to speed up the
Transport Ministry’s handling of the issue.

Inresponse to the DCA's failure to meet
a90-day deadline to correct shortcomings
earlier identified by the ICAQ, Thailand
received a red flag on June 18.

DCA director-general Parichart Khotch-
arat admitted progress was slow, especially
in finding foreign experts to assist with
reviewing air operator certificates.

More research was also needed on the
legalities of potential contracts with outside
consultants, as well as any potential eco-
nomic and social impacts from their work
as stated in Section 23 of the constitution,
she said. B3

Finding funds to hire foreign experts
‘was another dilemma for the department,
she said.




